DRAFT LETTER TO HSR AUTHORITY

November 17, 2010

Mr. Roelof van Ark
Chief Executive Officer
California High-Speed Rail Authority
925 L Street, Suite 1425
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for Fresno-Bakersfield as initial high-speed rail segment

Dear Mr. van Ark:

I am writing to urge the California High-Speed Rail Authority to construct the initial segment between Fresno and Bakersfield in the Central Valley.  Doing so would amply satisfy the four major criteria for evaluating the best place to begin construction of the high-speed rail system:

· Enable logical expansion and evolution of the alignment to an operational HSR system.
· Minimize construction risk.
· Minimize risk of failing to meet the fall 2017 ARRA construction completion deadline.
· Build the most useful HST infrastructure at the least cost.

Linking Fresno and Bakersfield, the Valley’s two major population centers, will provide the most benefit to both regional and statewide travel. Bakersfield’s projected ridership will near 5,000 passengers per day compared to only 1,638 at Merced. Connecting Fresno and Bakersfield with high-speed rail service will enable thru-way connections to Southern California rail service, saving 1.5 hours of rail travel time between Los Angeles and San Francisco and 3 hours when Palmdale Metrolink service to Bakersfield begins in 2018.

The High-Speed Rail Business Plan shows the Bakersfield Fresno segment has the shortest time to completion and revenue service and has by far the lowest construction cost per mile since it parallels the Burlington Northern Santa Fe alignment and has the fewest grade separations.  Moreover, since the Bakersfield Amtrak station was built with high-speed rail service in mind, it already has sufficient ticket windows and waiting area, requiring only construction of a boarding platform.

Finally, the Fresno to Bakersfield segment passes four proposed heavy maintenance facility sites, placing them adjacent to the only rail segment where trains can be tested at true high speeds of 220+ mph.

For these reasons, I respectfully request the Members of the Board select Fresno-to-Bakersfield for initial construction of this important transportation project.

Sincerely,


